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of Constance. However, on his death his rulings were ignored,
and a third attempt to reform the Church was made by the
assembly of the Council of Bale. It was convened (like that
of Constance) by the Emperor Sigismund The new Pope,
Eugenius IV, having failed in his endeavour to prevent its
meeting, or to get it dissolved as soon as the preliminary
proceedings were concluded, was, through fear of being de-
posed, at length forced to acknowledge that a Pope is subject
to a council, and sent four cardinals to represent him at it.
This Council was sitting at Bale fiom 1431 to 1438. It
passed various decrees of reform which the Pope accepted,
then as it proceeded to deal stronger blows at the Papacy
the Pope tried to remove it to Italy. The Council, however,
refused to be removed. Its subsequent dealings with Pope
Eugenius IV will be noted hereafter.

During the years 1429 to 1433 Florence was diagged into
two small wars which brought her much discredit. The
Albizzi, wielding the chief influence, first persuaded the
Government to enter on an unjust aggressive war against
Lucca, and then prosecuted this war with such an utter
want of ability that it was no wonder that it was completely
unsuccessful; and Florence in this attempt to conquer Lucca
reaped nothing but expense, failure, and loss of prestige,
This war produced one with Milan, which languished on
undecisively until 1433, when a temporary peace was patched
up. These two wars, whose only result was an increased ex-
penditure, brought much disfavour upon the Albizzi, who
were entirely responsible for them.

The first exile of the Medici lasted only for one year,
The large majority of the population loved this munificent
and gracious family, and by the time a year had passed saw
that they had been made a catspaw to assist the manoeuvres
of the nobles, and that while there was no ground for the
accusation against the Medici, there was every ground fo*